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At more than $100 a month per bottom, keeping a baby in diapers is a costly obligation.

For poor parents, it can be downright onerous.

A bill in the General Assembly would offer relief: State Sen. Toni Harp, D-New Haven, is proposing legislation that would set aside state money to subsidize the cost of disposable diapers for children living in poverty.

The bill contains few specifics and did not include a price tag. But at a hearing Thursday before the select committee on children several parents and advocates for the poor testified about the need and several lawmakers expressed support for the idea.

"If a baby doesn't have a fresh diaper, it's a form of child abuse, in a way," said State Sen. Edward Meyer, D-Branford, the committee's co-chairman.

Diaper banks have sprung up in several cities, including New Haven and Hartford. They operate like a food pantry, except instead of boxes of pasta and cans of soup, they offer disposable diapers to families in need.

Roberta Douglas, a single mother from New Haven, said she receives free Pampers from the city's diaper bank. "It really helps a lot of people out," she told the committee.

The New Haven Diaper Bank hands out about 50,000 disposable diapers a month, said Joanne Goldblum, the group's president. "These are not luxury items," she said.

Poor people who live in cities generally spend more on diapers because they are more likely to buy them at a local convenience store instead of a lower-priced big-box store, said Sharon Gauthier, a registered nurse who founded the Hartford diaper bank.

Neither food stamps nor vouchers from the Women Infants and Children food program can be used to buy diapers.

State Rep. Jack Thompson, D-Manchester, expressed support for the bill. But as the father of five closely spaced children who remembers the days of boiling cloth diapers, he had one regret about the bill: "I wish this was retroactive."
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